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We encourage all applicants to read the 
complete details about the program found 
in the full call for proposals brochure at  
www.rwjf.org/cfp/phlr.

For more information about funding 
opportunities from the Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation visit www.rwjf.org/grants.

Sign up to receive Funding Alerts on  
upcoming calls for proposals at  
www.rwjf.org/services.

Key Dates and Deadlines 

March 24, 2009 (12 a.m. ET)■■

System available for online application. 

April 8, 2009 (2:30–3:30 p.m. ET) ■■

and April 29, 2009 
(10:30–11:30 a.m. ET)
Informational Web conference calls.

May 19, 2009 (3 p.m. ET)■■

Deadline for receipt of brief proposals.

July 13, 2009■■

Applicants notified if invited to submit 
full proposals.

August 11, 2009 (3 p.m. ET)■■

Deadline for receipt of full proposals.

September 2009■■

Notification of awards.

December 2009■■

Funding initiated.

Inquiries
For information on the program and 
application requirements please contact:

Public Health Law Research Grant 
Solicitation Helpdesk 
Phone: (866) 330-9752 
E-mail: PublicHealthLawResearch@sra.com

www.publichealthlawresearch.org

Purpose 
The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation® (RWJF) seeks to build the evidence for and 
strengthen the use of regulatory, legal and policy solutions to improve public health. 
The effective application of law—which includes statutes, regulations, case law and 
policies—is essential to the protection and promotion of the public’s health. As public 
health practitioners, policy-makers and others consider the use of law as a tool to 
improve the public’s health, it is important to have evidence to inform questions such 
as: How does law influence health and health behavior? Which laws have the greatest 
impact? Can current laws be made more effective through better implementation or 
amendment? RWJF is launching this program to build a field of research and practice 
in public health law.

Eligibility Criteria 
Preference will be given to those applicant organizations that are either public entities 
or nonprofit organizations that are tax-exempt under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code. Applicant organizations must be based in the United States or its 
territories at the time of application. The focus of this program is the United States; 
studies in other countries will be considered only to the extent they may directly inform 
U.S. law and policy.

Selection Criteria 
All proposals will be assessed by a committee composed of RWJF staff, national program 
office (NPO) staff at the Center for Health Law, Policy and Practice at Temple University 
Beasley School of Law, a national advisory panel and other expert reviewers. The 
committee will use the following criteria to assess proposals: 

Significant public health problem and the impact of legal measures on health addressed.■■

The effective collaboration between public health and legal researchers and/or practitioners.■■

The potential impact of study results on the development, crafting and implementation ■■

of laws and policies that positively impact population health.
Translation to the practice community and policy-makers.■■

Ability of the study to advance methods in public health law research in general.■■

Adequacy of personnel and resources to complete the proposed project.■■

Total Awards
Approximately $3.5 million will be awarded for two types of research grants.

Short-term studies:■■  up to18-month awards of up to $150,000 each.
Complex and comprehensive legal and public health studies:■■  up to 30-month awards of up to 
$400,000 each.

How to Apply
All proposals for this program must be submitted only through the RWJF Grantmaking 
Online system at http://grantmaking.rwjf.org/phlr.
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There are two stages in the competitive proposal process: (1) applicants submit a brief 
proposal that describes the project and, if invited (2) applicants then submit a full proposal 
and line-item budget for a grant.

Stage 1: Brief Proposals 
Applicants must submit a brief proposal that describes the project and include a one-page 
preliminary budget. These should be no more than five pages in length.

Please go to http://grantmaking.rwjf.org/phlr to submit your brief proposal.

Stage 2: Full Proposals 
Selected Stage 1 applicants will be invited by letter or e-mail to submit a full proposal 
of no more than 20 pages accompanied by a budget and budget narrative. A short 
description of the purpose of the study and potential impact will be expected from 
all successful applicants invited to submit a full proposal. Further description and 
information will be provided at that stage to successful applicants.

www.publichealthlawresearch.org


