Increasing Inequality in Where Americans Live

The percentage of middle-income neighborhoods has been shrinking, while the percentage of

both very high-income and very low-income neighborhoods has increased.

0
4.9% 11.8%

\

12.6%

15.1%

PERCENT OF NEIGHBORHOODS IN THE 100 LARGEST U.S. METROPOLITAN AREAS

1970 2000

Neighborhood Income*
Very High
High

@ Middle

® Low

@ Very Low

Prepared for the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation by the Center on Social Disparities in Health at the University of California, San Francisco.

Source: Brookings’ analysis of Geolytics Neighborhood Changes Database, as reported in Booza et al. Where did they go? The decline of middle-income neighborhoods in
metropolitan America. The Brookings Institution, 2006.

*Very low-income neighborhoods have median family incomes less than 50 percent of the metropolitan area median. Other income ranges include: low income (50 percent to
80 percent); middle income (80 percent to 120 percent); high income (120 percent to 150 percent); and very high income (>150 percent).

Copyright 2008 Robert Wood Johnson Foundation/Overcoming Obstacles to Health www.commissiononhealth.org



