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Median Age at Receipt of Doctoral Degrees

A late start and a part-time school schedule means that graduating nurse PhDs are much older than  
those who graduate with PhDs in other disciplines. This leaves nurse PhDs less time to use their degrees in  
academic and other settings before reaching retirement age. 
 
Source: National Science Foundation, National Institutes of Health, United States Education Department, 
National Endowment for the Humanities, United States Department of Agriculture, National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration, National Opinion Research Center, 2006.
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• Median Age at receipt of Nursing Ph.D.

• Median Age at receipt of Ph.D. in the Social Sciences

• Median Age at receipt of Pharm-D.


